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TAGS: ENRG, MNUC, IT 

SUBJECT: MISSING BOX, POSSIBLY OF URANIUM OXIDE, CAUSES PRESS 
FLURRY 

1. SUMMARY. A 1.76 KG.BOX LABELLED URANIUM OXIDE WAS 
DISCOVERED LAST WEEK ABOARD A NORWEGIAN VESSEL IN THE PERSIAN 
GULF. BOX WAS UNDOCUMENTED, EXCPET FOR LABEL WHICH SHOWED 

IT WAS SHIPPED LAST YEAR FROM AN AMERICAN FIRM TO ITS GERMAN 
SUBSIDIARY. ITALIAN AUTHORITIES, NOTIFIED BY NORWEGIAN 
COUNTERPART, UNLOADED BOX IN PORT OF ANCONA (SHIP'S NEXT 
PORT OF CALL) BUT HAVE NOT YET OPENED IT. INTIAL SCAN 
DID NOT SHOW RADIOACTIVITY. PRESS STORIES HERE HAVE CLAIMED 
THE BOX IS ENRICHED URANIUM AND THAT ITS DISCOVERY HAS CAUSED 
CONCERN AMONG NATO SECRET SERVICES. END SUMMARY. 

2. ITALIAN NUCLEAR ENERGY COMMISSION (CNEN) 

DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, DR. ALBONETTI, TOLD 
EMBOFF SEPT. 7 OF STRANGE DISCOVERY OF A 1.76KG. BOX 
MARKED URNAIUM OXIDE ABOARD THE NORWEGIAN SHIP "BOW 
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OAK" IN THE PERSIAN GULF DURING A ROUTINE SHIP 
INVENTORY. LABEL SHOWED THAT THE BOX WAS SHIPPED 
LAST AUGUST FROM THE VENTRON CORPORTATION OF BEVERLY, 

MASS. TO ITS GERMAN SUBSIDIARY IN KARLSRUHE. FOUR BOXES 
OF URANIUM OXIDE WERE SHIPPED AT THAT TIME; ONLY 
THREE ARRIVED. 
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3. NORWEGIAN NUCLEAR ENERGY AUTHORITIES, INFORMED OF 
THE DISCOVERY, CONTACTED GERMAN COUNTERPARTS, AND AS 
THE SHIP'S NEXT PORT OF CALL WAS ANCONA, ASKED CNEN TO 
UNLOAD AND EXAMINE THE BOX. WHILE BOX HAS NOT YET BEEN 
OPENED, ALBONETTI SAID PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 
INDICATED CONTENTS WERE NOT RADIOACTIVE. 

4. ALBONETTI HOPED TO KEEP THE DISCOVERY QUIET UNTIL 
BOX'S CONTENTS HAD BEEN ANALYZED. HE HAS NOT BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL AS SEVERAL ITALIAN PAPERS ON SEPT. 8 AND 9 HAVE 
REPORTED THE STORY. THE ARTICLES AREMORE OR LESS 

FACTUAL EXCEPT THEY HAVE CLAIMED THE CONTENTS ARE ENRICHED 
URANIUM AND SPECULATED THAT VARIOUS NATO "SECRET SERVICES" 
ARE IN A DITHER OVER THE DISCOVERY. 

5. CNEN HAS KEPT IN CONTACT WITH EMBASSY AND EXPECTS 
TO HAVE COMPLETED ITS ANALYSIS BY TOMORROW. 

6. COMMENT: WHEN WE KNOW WHAT CONTENTS ARE, IT MIGHT BE 
USEFUL FOR WASHINGTON TO CONTACT THE VENTRON COPR. 
(CONGRESS STREET, BEVERLY, MASS., TEL: 617-922.1875) 

AND ASK FOR THEIR VERSION OF WHY THE BOX NEVER 
ARRIVED IN GERMANY. 

GARDNER 
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